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which have taken place in this country of late years. The 


Englishman thinks that the present flourishing condition of. 


the country evinces much improvement and progress. But 
the writer thinks that those who are wise and far-seeing cannot 
discover this boasted progress. He proceeds to examine how 
far the Englishman’s view is correct. First, as to handicrafts :: 
what improvements have taken place in them? He says none,’ 
“No doubt people persevere in their efforts to improve ; but: 
still they have not equalled nor can they ever come up to the work 
of our ancestors ; and among us all no one has yet been able to: 
render himself as famous.as they were.” As to trade :~— With. 
Sorrow we say No prog gress has been made. For instance, before: 
telegraphs or railwavs were established, commerce and trade 
were generally speaking in a flourishing state, and the heads 
of mercantile houses gave due consideration: and thought 
to the business of their firms, the result being daily ‘in- 
creasing prosperity. But from the time when telegraphs 
were established, people -have worked without that care 
and consideration, and. the result 3 is bankruptcy ; therefore 
_ Progress in this respect has been on the decline. We next 
proceed to religion, and enquire whether any advance: has 


Muftd-t-Am, of the 1st January, 1878, refers to an article: 
which appeared in the Englishman on the improvements: 
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been made in this important matter. With sorrow we come to 


the conclusion that we have made none, for we see that in each 


sect and creed, in churches or mosques, look where we may, 
there is‘disunion and dissension, each party upholding his own 
views, and none firm in any but his own belief, which condemns 
all who differ from him to eternal ruin. Again, we enquire 
what progress has-been made in education ; in the sanitary ar- 
rangements of towns and cities, and in the suppression of crime. 
It is with regret we reply that no improvement is shown in 
any of these departments. A glance around us shows multi- 
tudes of human beings who, notwithstanding all the per- 
severance evinced, and the encouragements held out, are still 
wallowing in the depths of ignorance and darkness. Sanitary 
arrangements are so wanting that the very attempts to 
render them perfect have had the contrary effect, and the 
remedy is worse than the disease: while as regards crime, 
the evil has reached such a pitch that there are enough 
prisoners in our jails to populate the greater part of Canada. 
This kind of progress has not been without its evils, for while 
it has tended to remove faith from mankind, it has also re- 
moved that openness of heart so much needed; but the one 
great thing it has effected is that, it has instilled into all minds 
the necessity of making money ; and everybody who has got. 
advancement in the present day has but the one thought para~. 
mount in his heart, ‘how can I gather money’; in fact, the heap- 
ing up of riches and becoming possessed of land is the meaning 
now-a-days of the word ‘ Progress.” We admit, however, 
that there has been advance in knowledge, and if people desire 


it they can obtain it; but the great difficulty in the way 
is that very few can point out the way to do so.” 


The Roznaémcha, of the 9th January, under the heading 
Allahabad, comments upon the Missionary Conference which 
is said to aie been held with considerable display at ‘“Muttee- 
gunj,” near the Jumna bridge. The writer says that Mission~ 
aries came from great distances, and that: the meeting was 
convened in order to obtain more converts to. Christi anity, 
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as the number has fallen. off considerably since the Brahmo 
Somaj has been established, and Baboo Keshub Chunder has 
aided the work. He goes on to say that as most of the rules 

‘of the Brahmo creed are very similar to those of Christianity, 
and as there is no particular restraint in regard to food, the 
people prefer it to Christianity. There were to be seen at this 
great meeting padres from all parts of the Pun) ab, Madras, 
Lucknow, Bombay, &c., Sie. 


The writer also notices the “‘ Mdgh Mela” whichlis about to 
take place in Allahabad, and for which preparations are already 
being made. It is added that there are only two things to com- 
plain of—(1), the state of the road from the bund to the ghat 
whichis ankle-deep in sand; and (2), the brahmins (“Pragwals’’) . 
of the ghat, who take their stand at the railway station and in 
the bazaars, where they pounce down upon all travellers who 
go to bathe, and after enquiring into their antecedents, country, 
&c., ask who is their ‘‘ Pragwal,” and should it happen that 
the stranger has no particular one of his own in the city, they 
take him off at once to bathe, taking care to instil into his 
mind, en route, that even a cowrie given to them will be as a 
lakh of rupees. They even go so far as to barter one with 
another the right of bathing jathries, the victims being quite 
innocent of all that is going on. The traveller is so imposed 
on that he has often to sell all he possesses to satisfy their cupi- 
dity. The writer concludes by remarking that the hardships 
these poor people have to endure are very great, and yet there 
is no legal remedy for the evil; and he urges upon Government 
the necessity for action in the matter, suggesting that a 
Buropean Inspector of Police be stationed at the ghiats to 
protect the interests of these unfortunate victims of the priests. 
He adds that at Banee Ghat there is a Kotwali, and every 
precaution is adopted to prevent theft, &c., but he considers 
the above a still greater evil. 


Tithe Allygurh Institute Clasette, of the 10th J: anuary, under 
the heading “ Permanent Settlement,” accords praise to Sir 


\ 
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‘William Muir for his report to the: Government of India oh 
the above subject. sae’ | 
The writer considers that there can be no reason why tho 
tights of the people should ‘be admitted by one Government 
and withheld by another, seeing that the Government of India 
always shows a desire to act with impartiality and justice. 

When the people of the North-Western Provinces contrast 
their condition with that of the people under the Government 
of Bengal, and find that, being under the same Government — 
their relative position is precisely the same, they will regret 
to observe how much more the rights of their fellow-subjects 
in Bengal are respected than their own. The writer goes on 
to say no one can help remarking the increased value set 
upon land now, as compared with former years, and that lands 
from which little was expected have yielded much more of 
late ; ; still it must be remembered that the cultivators are 
more likely to strive when they are sure that their increased 
prosperity is entirely for their own advantage; for if they 
suspect that their toil and labour of to-day is to be taken by Go- 
vernment twenty or twenty-five years hence, and that nothing 

‘will be left for them—when they are further told that their 
lands are capable of producing more, and that more must be_ 
produced—it is scarcely to be expected that they will cheer- 

fully encounter years of toil and labour for the sole benefit of 
Government. On the contrary, they will .be more likely to 

endure patiently, working only sufficiently hard to - afford. 

themselves a bare subsistence,—a state of things so fraught 

with evil, that if th ey are forced into it, the prosperity of the 


country and Government will be seriously affected. . Even 


allowing that the people generally do not entertain the above’ 
ideas, but i improve their lands as far as possible, they will pro- 


bably think it necessary to practise deceit towards Government, 


@ course which cannot fail to prove a serious evil. The 
prosperity apparent now in Bengal is, in our opinion, attribut- 


‘able to the fact that Government considers our eegaiald richer 
than Bengal, and om ita ‘source of. wealth ;’ -but the 


‘people do riot regard it in this favourable light; on i thé contt ary, 
they feel that it is a poor country. It appears to us that the 
siiccess which attends the people of Bengal is due to the Pers 
manent Settlement, the benefits of which have fallen to the 
share of the people, the Government being unable to lessen 
these benefits or transfer them to itself. On the other hand, 
the Settlements in these parts have always proved advantage- 
‘ous to Government, and the cultivators are like so many 
leeches—no sooner full than squeezed dry ;—the people are 
always empty, the country poor, for, after a thousand difficul- 
ties are overcome and their thirst allayed, some new settle- 
ment again drains them. It is certain, however, that our part 
of the country is the ‘real source of wealth to Government, 
while to the people it is a very poor one; for when, after i in- 
cessant toil and labour, they are beginning to experience any 
benefits, they are deprived of them by Government, and aré. 
told to go and earn in the same proportion for themselves.” 


‘ The writer goes on to say that in some respects the 
North-Western Provinces resemble Bengal; but that such 
weak arguments as have been brought forward should not be 
permitted to interfere with justice, or influence a. just Go< 
yernment in a matter so much affecting the welfare and rights 
of the people, especially after such sound argument against 
jt has. been used by Sir William Muir ; and he further indulges 
a hope that when the people, in sheer despair, ask for. 
their just rights, and when the request is backed by such an, 
authority, the Government will have no alternative but to 
comply with it. “We admit that with the aid of wells and 
enbanced rents the people might be able to improve their 
lands, but our Government is fully aware that there is a limit 
to this; therefure, when the people have done all they can, 
how can Government expect to make a new settlement with- 
out injury to them? There is no (knowing to what extent 
_ this might be carried, or where improvements would be ex- 
pected to end, ‘and the’ unfortunate ‘people be ‘released from: 
further: seichihahies and anxiety. No one can say positively: 
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whether land can of cannot be made more productive by 
means of a well; the increase depends not on water alone: 
it may require more land to give the desired increase. 
When no more advantages remain, and there is nothing left 
for the people but toil, the only thing left them is to resign 
their proprietary rights and give back the land to the zemin- 
dars ; and instead of increase, the little that there was will 
be found wanting.” 


The Agra Akibér, of the same date, under the heading 
“ Immoral Morality,” publishes a letter from a correspondent 
in the North-Western Provinces. After beginning by saying 
that faith is a wonderfully strange power, because it works 
permanently in the minds of those who possess it, and forms 
a strong barrier to everything opposing it, the writer pro- 
ceeds to say that now-a-days the fame of Europeans for wis- 
dom, civilization, every good quality and superiority in every 
way, has so taken possession of the minds of people, that they 
_ think there is no class of beings in the whole world worthy ofa 
place near them ; and even if by chance a flaw should be dis- 
covered in the European character it is set down to talent; there 
is, in fact, no room for complaint against them. And as much as 
the European character is extolled, so in proportion is that of 
Hindustanees condemned. People hold up Europeans as the 
standard of perfection—an example for Hindustanees to imitates 
and Europeans themselves are impressed with the same idea 
of their superiority. It is therefore not his, the writer’s, inten- 
tion to question the rights or wrongs of this boust, because 
it is clear that they, the Europeans, rule over all other races 
in Hindustan. But conduct displaying unmistakeable vice 
encourages him to speak plainly, and to state that it is incum- 
bent on« such a wise and exemplary race to keep a guard 
over their actions and general demeanour, in- order that 
others who are wanting in virtues, and who live on in a state 
of darkness, may not be tempted to follow any of the evil, 
mistaking it for good. “Tam sure,” he says, “ that the 
above remarks will fill all Europeans with amazement, and. 
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~ eguse them to ask themselves what there is in them which 
needs amendment, for they are impressed with the idea that 
they aretoo pure to go wrong. I have no desire to disturb 
this comfortable feeling, but wish to hint at one or two 
flaws, which is all that 1s necessary for the wise and prudent, 
For instance, there are Covenanted Civilians who sit in open 
Court and indulge a habit of drinking freely of all kinds of 
wine and spirituous liquors until they make things so dis- 
agreeable around them that the people in Court are subjected 
to great troubles and annoyance. Some officers are said even 
to beat and abuse people, and to tear up and throw away 
petitions presented to them. Those who hear this prefer to 
endure a thousand wrongs rather than lay themselves open to 
such annoyances, as they say:—‘ We receive blows in the first 
instance at the hands of those we accuse, then why should we 
subject ourselves to a repetition of the same from the Court ?” 
Perliaps, so far as administering justice. is concerned, such 
officers may be faultless, for they are the right and proper. 
keepers of it ; but such conduct.as the above has a bad effect 
on the minds of the people, who may reasonably doubt. the 
kind of justice likely to be dealt. out to them by such men.” 


_ The writer proceeds to speculate upon the consequences 
which would befall a Native Judge if he misbehaved himself 
in like manner ; and is of opinion that if he committed 
himself in the ‘morning, he would not find himself in his 
appointment by the evening; nor would his excuse that 
certain gentlemen set the example save him from the 
consequences. ‘The answer would be, ‘ black man, you lie; 
gentlemen never forget themselves so.’ And if he de- 
clared on oath that it was true, he would probably be tried, 
for perjury.” He concludes by saying :—“ Pardon me, but 
this should be looked into, for how can a vice such as I have 
described, and by which the public suffer, be practised by 
Such sensible: people as Europeans, and the fault of one 
man he allowed to bring the whole nation into disgrace. 
- When God in his goodness has endowed a nation with 
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évery good quality, and in every way blessed them, it is only 
proper that they should conduct themselves accordingly. We 
have great hopes that our wise and prudent rulers will look to 
this, and setting aside all evils, save themselves from disgrace, 


and the public from harm, by which course they will entitle 
themselves to a great name, both here and hereafter.” | 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Nasim-t-Jaunpore, of the 31st December, 1872, quotes 
the Karlif-ul-Akhbdr to the effect that a Major W. B. C. Ryan 
kicked a Native named Kurrick Singh so severely as to cause 
his death. The Major was tried at the Sessions Court, Cal- | 
cutta, and sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 500, and suffer one 
month’s easy imprisonment. ‘The writer remarks that “ this 
then, is the value of a Native’s life,” and that it went “ cheaply 
enough.”’ 


The Kérndmah, of the 6th January, reports that not long. 
ago, in the early morning, one Jhundoo, a butcher, was: 
murdered outside the city of Peshawur, and that notwithstand-. 
ing all efforts made by the Police to discover the murderer, 
he succeeded in escaping detection. Now, itis said, a Chow= 
keedar has been wounded by a man armed with a matchlock 
in the Serai Yekka, and all attempts to discover the author of © 
the mischief have failed. It is added that these outrages are 
of very common occurrence in and about the city, and that 
the Police seem powerless to prevent them. The writer consi- 
ders it necessary that strict orders should be issued prohibiting 
outsiders and travellers from remaining in the olty at night. 


- The Oudh Akhbar, of the 10th Jauuary, complains that 
at Shekhawatee Ramgurh, in Jeypore, the disregard to good 
sanitary arrangements is so marked that it is impossible ta 
go about without being almost overpowered by the stench 
which rises from the filthy streets and lanes. The indecent 
conduct of females, who sit down in-the public streets,.and- 
expose themselves to insulting remarks,. is also noticed as 
demanding the immediate attention of Government... _ ./ 


fe 
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“The Rozndmcha; “of the 4th January, directs: attention to 
‘the frequency and evil consequences of ‘mock’ auctions in 


Lucknow city. These auctions are held in open day ‘in the ~ 
middle of. bazaars, where sharpers have spread their-nets for — 


_ the unwary and ignorant people from distant villages.’ These — 


auctions have, it is said, become of quite common occurrence :— 
the proprietors stay for some time in one place and then 
move off to another, thus making the round of the city. They 
are provided with tables and chairs, and lay themselves out to 
ensnare the public ; ‘their confederates ‘are mixed up in ‘the 
crowd, disguised as chuprassees, &c., and as soon as any 


likely dupes are congregated, one of the smartest of the party 


commences ‘to bid, and being allowed to purchase at a very 
low price, others are induced to bid, and thus become easy 
victims. Not unfrequently it happens that a bid is put down 
to one who has ceased to bid, and the property is forced upon 


him ‘nolens. volens... The poor man’ fearing further imposition, 


and perchance’ even worse treatment, pays the money, takes 
the article, and makes the best of his way out of: the crowd, 

apparently glad to get off soeasily. The writer adds :—“ We 
are sure that this state of things is not known to our -excel- 
lent authorities, who are not wanting in a desire to protect 
the poor ; otherwise something would have been done long since 
to remedy the evil.” 


The Najni-ul- Akhbér, of the 8th Ja anuary, remarks that 
the mercantile fair held last year at Jummoo in the city com- 
prised property of the value of Rs. 2,80,278-4-9. The Maha- 
rajah is said to have generously awetdai khilluts and rewards 
according to merit. It is added that, compared. with the preced- 


ing year, a great and progressive improvement is shown in the 


results... 


The Camp of Scenes at Gwalior i is noticed. It is po 
that roads are undergoing repairs, bridges being built, and 


other preparations in progress. The Maharajahis said to 


take great interest ‘in: the - ‘camp, and spares no trouble or 
expense in order that it may prove completely successful. 
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The Urdu Delhi Gazette, of the 11th January, quotes “ one 
of the Jubbulpore papers,”’ to the effect that a strange and hor- 
rible case has been recently ‘tried in the Court of the Extra 
Assistant Commissioner at Sewnee. A woman named “ Goree,”’ 
about 25 years of age, for some reason, bore bitter enmity — 
_ towards another woman, but could find no opportunity of in- 
dulging it. At length the latter died pregnant, and, accord- 
ing to the custom of the Gonda race, was buried. The woman 
“ Goree’’ marked the place of burial, dug up the body, removed 
the child said to be then living, and ripping it open drank 
some of the blood, offering the remainder as a sacrifice to her 
deity. To all this she confessed in Court, adding that the 
incentive to the crime was not merely the enmity which she 
bore towards the deceased, but partly due to her desire to 
retain the power of enchantment, which she had possessed, for 
a longer period. It is added that as the woman confessed 
her crime, no further evidence was necessary; so she was 


fined Rs. 10 and ordered a month’s imprisonment, or two 
months if she failed to pay the fine. 


The Naiyir-i-Akhbdr, of the 26th December, quotes the 
Almorah Akhbér to the effect that of late certain editors 
have adopted a system of extorting money from people by 
threatening them with publicity in their papers, unless a 
fee varying from 20 to 25 rupees, according to the im- 
‘portance of the scandal, is paid. The mode of proceeding is as 
‘follows:—They state that they have received an authenticated 
letter from a certain quarter, and then warn the parties con- 
cerned, gentlemen or ladies, to be on their guard, otherwise 
‘the contents will be published. ‘The writer condemns this 
‘shameful practice. ‘* But,” he asks, ‘if the writer of this 
news can prove it to be trae, why not give J names! 


The Almalul-Akhbée, of the 12th J anuary, iain on the 
authority of a. correspondent, that at Rajoorie, a town on the 
‘road to. Jummoo, one Sadhoo, who had built a comfortable 
abode, with garden, &c., was in the habit of receiving tra- 


( 2) 
vellers, whom he treated with great hospitality, and never 


demanded payment in return. This person, who had no appa-, 
rent means of living, was looked upon by some’ as an alche- 


mist,. others. supposed that he was supplied. by supernatural 


aid, and he was much looked up to and almost worshipped 
for his generosity, one merchant even going so far as to leave 
property in his charge. But one day the merchant missed 
something belonging to him, and made sure that Sadhoo had 


taken it, so he went to the house where they found Sadhoo 
engaged in concealing the stolen property. A report was 


made to the Police, and the. house was thoroughly searched 
and. dug up, when not only a large amount of property, 
but several dead bodies were found, which the murderer 
confessed to be the remains of . people whom. he had poi- 


soned with arsenic for the purpose of stealing their pro- 
_perty. He also stated that in his youth he had been a robber 


by profession, but that as: he could. not wield a sword in his 


old age, he had adopted this. mode of continuing his villain- 


ous trade. He has been sent to Jummoo for punishment. 


The Kdrndmah, of the 13th January, complains of the fre- 
quent thefts perpetrated in Agra. The writer: declares that 
thieves have now began to hold up their heads, and cause. 
great annoyance and anxiety to the wealthier classes. One 
instance is given where Rs, 900 was stolen from the house 
of Lalla Nund Kishore, Mohurrir of the Criminal Court, and 
another at the house of Mahomed Punah Sahib, Resaldar, — 
whence property to the amount of Rs. 3,000 was made away 
with. Many other petty thefts haye also taken place, and all 
efforts on the part of the Police to discover the property, or 
the thieves are said to be unavailing. It is further noticed 
that on the 24th December some Rs. 10,000 worth of property _ 
was stolen from a carriage and a palanguin, about 25 miles — 
distant from Agra, and that a man and woman were wounded 
by the thieves. The latter: outrage oceurred about half a kos - 
from the Bhurtpore thannah, and yet no. assistance was ren- 


dered, 
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